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Excellency.

We have the honour lo present to you the comp(iments of the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and the Intemational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Intemational Federation).
The ICRC and the Intemational Federation appreciate very much the commitment of the ltalian Govemment
indicated In your letter of 21 November 2008 lo support the necessary structural and legai changes in
the ltalian Red Cross. As expressed already in our letter of 21st October 2008, the adherence lo the
Fundarnental Principles of the Intemational Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Movemenl), in particular
those of Independence and Unity, is crucial for the ltalian Red Cross as it is for ali the componenis of the
Movernent.

The Inlemational Federation and the ICRe received the visit some weeks ago of the new Extraordinary
Commissioner of the ltalian Red Cross, Mr. Francesco Rocca. This meeting provided the opportunity to
discuss a number of concrete steps lo be taken in the coming rnonths in order lo implemenl tha necessary
structural changes in the National SocIety and lo define the support that our institutions will provide lo the
ltalian Red Cross in this processo

The ltalian Red Cross has been able lo implement a number of measures agreed and supported by the
Intemational Federation and the ICRC such as the retorm of ruJes and structures of the COlpo Militare and
Pionieri. We are very encouraged by those developments.
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The IntllmllioMI Comnr/tIee or /tIt RetSCrea OCAC). lIIe IntWrwIfJonII FedflnIIIon of RetSCrea end ReO Ctw$çenI SocleIfes end 1he Nalionll Socielies. torm lht
kUmalIonll fIMICooa Md Rod C..-cent McMmenI.
The ICRC, whiçh ua •• l1ae \o 1ha Movamant. ia an ncIIpendan\ hUmanllarlan tnslllulion. As a neutral ln1almedlary In the ••••• or •. med conlliCl or ••••.•••1, il endeaWltn.
on Ila cown lnitteU.., or 011tha balla or the Ge-a ConY8l'lllon'. lo bring pml8ctlon end ..-- lo lh8 viCIlms ol inlemational and non-intematlonallllTT18d eonIIct and
internaI d18l11rbanc:ea and tensIon.
Th8 lnl8rnatlonal Fe<*'aIion or Red CIoIS and Fled ~l Soclatles poomoI •• the humanitariln 8CIMlies rII NalIcnaI SocloIIea amonU vuInerllbIe paople.
By coon1inaling intamatlonal disaster """" and encou"'llinu deY8IoPmenl aupport • _ lo ~ end alleviata human suIIarIng.
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We remain confident that your govemment will provide the necessary assistance lo
the ltalian Red Cross in this particularly chaHenging period in order lo transform the institution inlo a
well-functioning National Society operating in full compliance with CheFundamental Principles of the
Movement.

Please allow us lo lISe the occasion of·this letter and express lo you and through you lo the ltalian people our
deepest sympathy for the victims of the Earthquake in Abruzzo. The leRC and the
Intemational Federation are admiring the outstanding response since Ihe very first moment of this catastrophe
and we are proud that the ltalian Red Cross and its voIunteers and staff are among the main praye~ in
provicling assistance and support lo the affectèd population.

We have the honour, Excellency, lo renew lo you the assurances of our highest consideration.

Juan M. Suarez del Toro Rivero
President

Intemational Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

Dr Jakob Kellenberger
Presldent

International Committee of the Red Cross

In his absence

~.

Mrs Christina Beerli
Vice-President

Intemational Committee of the Red Cross
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