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His Excellency

On. Silvio Berlusconi

President of the Council of Ministers
Rome

Italy

Geneva, 20 April 2009

Excellency,

We have the honour to present to you the compliments of the Intemational Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and the Intemational Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Intemational Federation).
The ICRC and the International Federation appreciate very much the commitment of the itatian Govemment
indicated in your letter of 21 November 2008 to support the necessary structural and legal changes in

the ftalian Red Cross. As expressed already in our letter of 215t October 2008, the adherence to the
Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement (Movement), in particular
those of Independence and Unity, is crucial for the Italian Red Cross as it is for all the components of the
Movement,

The Intemational Federation and the ICRC received the visit some weeks ago of the new Extraordinary
Commissioner of the Italian Red Cross, Mr. Francesco Rocca. This mesting provided the opportunity to
discuss a number of concrete steps to be taken in the coming months in order to implement the necessary
structural changes in the National Society and fo define the support that our institutions will provide to the
ltalian Red Cross in this process.

The Italian Red Cross has been able o implement a number of measures agreed and supported by the
Intemational Federation and the ICRC such as the reform of rules and structures of the Corpo Militare and
Pionieri. We are very encouraged by those developments.

The lnternational Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the intemetions/ Fedsration of Red Cross and Aed Crascant Societies and the Nationa! Societies, form the
international Hed Cross and Red Creacent Movement.
The ICRC, which gave rise to the Mavement, is an independent humanitarian inatitulion. AS a neural intermediary in the event of armed conflict or unrest, it endeavours,

on Ita own initialive or on the besis of the G Ci 3 to bring p ion and asai 1o the victims of ional and § ional anmned confict and
disturbences and tension.

The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Sock pr the h itarian aclivities of ) Societies among vuinerable people.

By coordinating international dk refief and ging devel support it seeks to prevent and afleviale human suffering.



http://www.ifrc.org
http://www.icro.org

We remain confident that your government will provide the necessary assistance to

the Italian Red Cross in this particularly challenging period in order to transform the institution into a
well-functioning National Society operating in full compliance with the Fundamental Principles of the
Movement.

Please aliow us to use the occasion of this letter and express to you and through you to the [talian people our
deepest sympathy for the victims of the Earthquake in Abruzzo. The ICRC and the

Intemational Federation are admiring the outstanding response since the very first moment of this catastrophe
and we are proud that the Italian Red Cross and its volunteers and staff are among the main players in
providing assistance and support to the affected population.

We have the honour, Excellency, to renew to you the assurances of our highest consideration.

A

Juan M. Suarez del Toro Rivero Dr Jakob Kellenberger
President President
Intemational Federation of Intemational Committee of the Red Cross
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies

In his absence

~__ .

Mrs Christine Beetli

Vice-President

International Committee of the Red Cross
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